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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Some healthy signs of interest in the profession 
are this week to be found recorded in our pages. 
The Eastern Counties V.M.A. adopted a resolution 
proposed hy Mr. Overed. not to vote for any candi- 
date who did not freely and fully state his views on 
the questions of the day. The Yorkshire V.M.A. 
have called a special meeting to select their candi- 
date for Council. The North of England V.M.A. 
have also had a meeting for the same purpose. At 
the last meeting of the Central V.M.A. a resolution 
was adopted requiring candidates to ‘ show their 
hand” if they wished for the support of the mem- 
bers. These signs of healthy life are re-assuring, 
and if only followed up by the nomination of good 
candidates, and the registering of a conscientious 
vote on the balloting papers, will have a splendid 
effect on the profession. 

Mr. Mulvey is again to the front with a circular 
inviting all the progressive members to band them- 
selves together in a League to ensure the passing of 





a New Charter which shall grant all the three reforms | 


desired by the great mass of practitioners through- 
out the country. Any gentleman not receiving a 
circular has only to apply to Mr. Mulvey, who, we 
have no doubt, will be glad to hear from him. 








| 


| 
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| tion suffer permanent depreciation. From death, 
| depreciation, loss}'of work, and extra expense, the 
_loss to horse-owners is very great—probably 10 per 
‘cent. on the value of each animal. Why is there 
no popular outcry ? -If oxen or sheep were affected 
we should soon hear of it, but horses have apparently 
no friends. In connection with animals on the 
farm we have Agricultural Societies all over the 
Kingdom—collective bodies capable of expressing a 
grievance. In connection with the horse we have 
no Societies who care a buttun, except for their 
special interests—racing, breeding &c. There is no 
one or rather no united body to utter a word for the 
horse as an animal. ‘The poor brute may suffer 
from gianders, or influenza, or strangles, and no 
powerful society says a word to protect him. Each 
individual owner grumbles at his loss and accepts it 
as inevitable. The State cannot act in advance of 
public opinion, and as Sanitary laws always mean 
interference with the movement of infected animals, 
any attempt to legislate for horses is met with pro- 
tests against so called interference with trade. 
Sanitary laws applied to studs of horses entail isola- 
tion and prevention of movement—two measures 
for which horse-owners are as yet unprepared, and 
which they will require perhaps years of education 
to appreciate. 








We hear that the vacancy on the Board of Exami- 





What are the West of England and Scotland | ners caused by the decease of Mr. Woods is not the 
doing? We have not yet heard of any nomina- | only one the next meeting of Council will have to 


tions from those quarters. 


There are many good | fill. 


Two gentlemen have resigned, but whether 


men in both parts of the Kingdom who would do | the resignations will be adhered to we do not know. 


honour to their districts, and well represent the 
profession on the Council. Our pages are open to 
every candidate who desires to address the profes- 
810n, whatever his views may be. There is still time 
for nomination, and there is ample room for two or 
three more candidates. 





From three or four different parts of tie country 
we hear of County Councils and Agricultural 
Societies passing resolutions concerning the present 
outbreak of ~ Pink Kye.” They recognise its con- 
tagious nature and the great loss it entails upon 

vrse-owners. It has always seemed to us re- 
markable that no voice has been raised in favour of 
scheduling ‘Influenza’ and ‘ Strangles’ under the 
Contagious Diseases (animals) Act. There can be no 
doubt that a greater money loss to the nation is 
caused by these two diseases of the horse than was 
caused by either Foot and Mouth disease or Pleuro- 
i heumonia, Any one who has had experience of a 
“rge stud of horses knows that nearly every newly 
purchased horse suffers from one or other of these 





dliseases ; that some die, and that a notable propor- 


The cause of resignation is not known, but we 
may hazard the conjecture that it is due to 
an earnest disapproval of the dual appointment. If 
our surmise be correct we trust the good example 
will be widely followed. 


A meeting was held on Thursday last by the organising 
committee of the John Steel memorial, at Red Lion Square. 
Mr. F. Raymond was chosen as Secretary, and Messrs. 
Fleming and Wragg as Trustees. The chair was taken by 
Mr. J. Cox, and resolutions were agreed to which we hope 
to lay before our readers next week. 


On another page will be found a list of names which have 
been removed from the Register under Section 5 of the 


‘Veterinary Surgeons’ Act 188]. These removals are not 


penal, but simply in accordance with directions for keeping 
the Register correct. No practitioner should neglect to see 
that his name and correct address is properly printed in the 
Register. If the Registrar is unable to communicate with 
him, it is just possible that he may fail to obey the neces- 
saries of registration and his name be removed. The pro- 
duction of the ;-Register is now evidence of status, and a 
man has no legal claim for his fees if his name is not to be 
found in the list. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


THE VALUE OF KOCH’S LYMPH IN THE 
DIAGNOSIS OF BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS. 


By Prorrssor WALLeEy. 





In view of the experiments projected by 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons it may not be uninteresting to your readers 
if [ briefly describe the results of some experiments 
recently carried on in this institution. 

The subjects experimented on were two Ayrshire 
Cows, one purchased by myself for demonstrative 
ee ; the other, forwarded to Prof. McFadyean 
by Mr. Douglas of Kilmarnock. 

In the case of the first mentioned animal no 
clinical evidence of the existence of tuberculosis 
could be obtained. That some serious and chronic 
organic change existed was evidenced by the general 
condition of the animal’s body, but there was 
nothing to indicate its nature—although lean in 
condition there was no actual emaciation, the ani- 
mal was cheerful, skin fairly sleek, appetite good, 
rumination natural, bowels in perfect order, pulse 
respiration and temperature normal, and the coat 
bore evidence of having been frequently licked ; 
but there was a persistent hard cough. Physical 
exainination of the chest revealed no evidence of a 
diagnostic character, certainly percussicn showed 
the existence of patchy consolidation with hyper- 
resonance in parts. The abdomen was somewhat 
large, but not more so than one commonly sees in 
aged Ayrshire cows. My own impression of the 
nature of the case was—Collapse of portions of the 
lungs with emphysema, or obsolete tubercle. Care- 
ful examination of the udder and lymphatic glands 
gave no assistance from a diagnostic point of 
view. 

The Lymph used in the experiment was kindly 
supplied by Dr. Felkin of this city—who took a 
lively interest in the case; and the observations here- 
after recorded were carried out by Mr. Mettam, 
M.R.C.V.S., aided by Mr. Stockman, M.R.C.V.S. 
and Messrs, Hepburn, Hey, Sturgess, Macfarlane 
and Mackintosh. 

In Mr. Douglas’ case there was indubitable evidence 
of the, existence of tuberculosis, as before the arrival 
of the cowat the College Mr. Douglas had excised a 
tumour from the right shoulder and forwarded it 
to Prof McFadyean, who found ample proof of its 
being of tuberculous origin ; moreover the laryngeal 
group of lymphatic glands in the left side were en- 
larged and suppurating, but notwithstanding this 
the animal did not present any marked cachexia 


and, as in the case of the other cow, the normal. 


functions were not interfered with; this animal 
too, was the subject of a cough. 

In both cases three injections were practised, 
under strictly antiseptic precautions, at intervals of 
two days; the quantity of lymph used being on the 
first occasion 10, on the second 40, and on the third 
80 milligrammes. 

In Mr. Douglas’ cow the re-action was after each 





inoculation marked, the temperature in the first ex- 
periment reaching a maximum of 105°6 F. the lowest 
prior to the experiment being 99°8. 

In the case of my own cow the highest tempera. 
ture reached, and that afterthe second experiment, was 
103-7, but it stood at 103 fourteen hours before the 
first experiment. In this case there was marked ac. 
cession of coughing, grunting, and more or less em- 
barrassment in the respiration after each of the 
inoculations—no material change was observed in 
the pulse. 

Ist ExPERIMENT.—LARGE Cow. 


Hour Temp. Pulse. Remarks. 
Feb. 20 
3 pm 102 — 
8.30 ,, 1038 — 
Feb. 21 
10.30 a.m. 1006 — Injected with 10 milligrams into 


skin behind left elbow, anti- 
septic precautions as before. 
12.30 p.m. 1008 60 Coughing and feeding. 
230 , 1018 64 * m 
430 , 10231 7 a, ‘ 
6.30 ,, 1025 66 Lying: breathing irregular, and 
coughing. 
8.30 ,, 1030 74 Lying and ruminating. 
10.30 ,, 1026 76 Lying and feeding; urinated. 


Feb. 22 

12.30a.m. 1026 68 Recumbent ;_ grunting; took 
offered hay. 

230 , 1008 72 Ruminating; recumbent. 

430 , 1018 68 Ruminating; recumbent; res- 
pirations quicker than pre- 
viously ; grunts occasionally ; 
coughing with loud respiratory 
murmur. 

6.30 ,, 1017 64 Lying down; grunt and respira- 
tory murmer yet present, not 
so loud; took hay offered; 
coughing. 

8.30 , 1011 64 Coughing; took hay eagerly; 
standing. 

10.30 , 101i 68 Eating. ; 

12.30p.m. 1024 68 Lying: breathing oral occasion- 
ally ; grunting. 

2.30 ,, 1020 74 As before. 

430 , 1024 76 Eating; and licking herself. 

630 ,, 1022 62 Ruminating; breathing compara 
tively easy. 

8.30 ,, 102.0 64 Lying; micturated on rising; and 
began to feed. Py 

10.30 ,, 1020 70 Lying; defccated on rising; 
foeces hard; coughed seve 
times,and (apparently)brought 
up something ; breathing after- 
wards very hurried. 


Seconp EXPERIMENT. 

Feb. 23 " 

11 am. 1008 — Inoculated with 40 milligrams 
Koch’s lymph behind left el- 
bow ; cow feeding and coughing 
occasionally. 

1 pm. 1022 64 Not coughing. 

3 ”? 1029 72 ” ” 

5.10 ”? 1036 74 ” » 

Huy 103-7 72 

9 , 1037 74 Ruminating; appears easy. 

11 - 1020 70 Down; grunting slightly ; Tose, 
coughed several times, 4” 
commenced feeding. 
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Feb. 24 
1 am. 
3 ” 
5 ” 
7 ” 
12 noon 
2.30 p.m. 
430 ,, 
6.30 ,, 
8.30 ,, 
10.30 ,, 
Feb. 25 
12.30 a.m. 
7 ” 
915 ,, 
Feb. 25 
ll am. 
1 p.m. 
3 ” 
5 ” 
‘ ” 
9 = 
11 " 
Feb. 26 
1 am. 
3 ” 
5 ” 
7 ” 
10 ‘ 
12 noon 
2 pm. 
4 »” 
6 ” 
8 
 & 
Feb. 27 
9 am 


1018 
101°6 


101°3 


101-4 
101°9 


101°6 
102-0 


102°4 
1022 
101°4 
102-0 


1020 
102-0 
1022 


66 
72 


66 


Recumbent ; coughing, grunting. 
Recumbent ; grunting, loud res- 
piratory murmur as on Sunday 
morning; coughing as if at- 
tempting to expel mucous; 
licked herself ; ruminating. 
Standing, feeding ; grunting not 
noticed ; appears comfortable, 
and relishes hay; defecated ; 
coughed 3 times while feeding. 
Lying; not ruminating ; cough- 


ing. 

Appears lively, looking for food ; 
not coughing. 

Standing and ruminating. 

Standing, ruminating ; apparent- 
ly easy. 

Lying; got up stiffly. 

Lying ; coughed on rising ; drank 
water when offered it, and be- 
gan to eat. 

Lying: had ceased to rumunate ; 
food unfinished. 

Down ; ruminating ; coughed on 
rising. 


Lying ; coughed several times on 
rising. 

Standing; to all appearances 
comfortable. 


Tuirp EXPpERIMENT.—LARGE Cow. 


1017 


102°6 
102°6 


102°5 
102-0 


102°6 
102.9 
102°8 
102°8 
102°0 
101.6 
1010 
101°8 


102°0 
102-4 


102-2 
100°8 
101°6 


102-0 


60 


68 
70 


68 
76 


72 
68 


64 
66 
72 
68 
72 
68 


70 
72 


70 


74 
64 


Injected into dewlap 80 milli- 
grams Koch’s fluid, after pre- 
viously washing with corros. 
sublm. solution, followed by 
carbolic lotion diluted. 

Standing; not feeding. 

Lying; coughed 6 times while 
taking temperature: grunting 

Lying ; coughing; grunting. 

Ruminating easy ; seat of inoc- 
ulation not swollen or sensitive 

Lying; ruminating; breathing 
noisy. 

Grunting ; lying; coughed. 


Lying; grunting; seat of inoc- 
ulation painful. 

Lying; licking herself; easy ; 
seat of inoculation painful. 

Standing ; ruminating ; tumour 
of inoculation painful. 

Standing; not ruminating ; 
coughing. 

Eating; lively; slight tumefac- 
tion at dewlap. 

Lying ; ceased to ruminate ; food 
uneaten. 

Lying, and ruminating. 

Standing; noteating ; coughed 
several times. 

Standing ;_ eating ; 
several times. 

Standing, and eating. 

Down: ceased to ruminate ; 


grunting. 


coughed 


standing: and 


Ruminating ; 
coughing. 





The results of the experiments did not in the 
least prepare my mind for the revelations of the au- 
topsy of the cow’s body, which was made on the 
7th inst, immediately after I had destroyed her by 
means of a revolver bullet. 

On making an accidental incision through the 
abdominal wall, in the course of the autopsy, | ob- 
served that a portion of the omentum extruded 
through the aperture, and I immediately noticed 
several tubercular nodules on its surface. At the 
same time a quantity of turbid serum was seen to 
flow through a small incision in its structure. On 
continuing the autopsy it was discovered that the 
omentum, forming a closed sac, contained several 
gallons of serum, in which floated a number of flakes 
of soft aplastic lymph. The whole of the parietal 
and visceral peritoneum was bestudded with charac- 
teristic tubercular nodules, and on opening the 
thorax the same condition of matters was revealed ; 
peri-hepatic and diaphragmatic tuberculosis were 
pronounced. but the liver structure, as also the renal 
presented no macroscopical evidence of the malady ; 
and the same remark applies to the bowels, but the 
uterus was markedly invaded with tubercular les- 
ions, the os uteri and vagina being healthy. The 
lungs presented patchy tubercular lesions in various 
stages of formative and retrograde changes, the 
tracheal mucous membrane was sparsely bestudded 
with tubercular nodules, but none existed in or 
about the larynx. 

It would be premature to make any positive deduc- 
tions from the results of this single experiment, 
certainly the effects of the injections with tuber- 
culin were not in proportion to the extensive tuber- 
culous lesions exposed in post-mortem examination, 
nor can it be said that they afforded any reliable 
aid from a diagnostic point of view. Far more 
satisfactory were the results obtained in the case of 
Mr. Douglas’ cow, for in her the re-action following 
the several injections approximated to that usually 
observed in the case of the human subject, and in 
order to show this I append a record of the observa- 
tions of the effects of the third injection which, on 
the whole, resembled those resulting from the first. 


Hour. Temp. Pulse. Hour. Temp. Pulse. 
Feb. 25 | Feb. 26 
11 a.m. 99°4 60 | 7 am. 105°4 70 
1 p.m, 101°0 68 | 10 ,, 103°6 72 
_ 102-0 54 | 12 noon 103°3 70 
me 102°6 64 | 2 p.m. 103°0 66 
, ® 1028 6 | 4, 103°2 64 
O -%s 104°2 70 | 6 » 103°2 70 
bw 1042 oe | 8% 102°2 70 
Feb. 26 | Boe 103°0 66 
1 am. 1044 70 | Feb. 27 

3 « 1051 7 | 9 am. 101°3 60 
o « 105°8 68 








Dr. C. 8. SHeRRIneron, Lecturer on Physiology at 
St. Thomas’s Hospital, has been appointed Superin- 
tendent of the Brown Institution, vice Mr. Victor 
Horsley, F.R.S8., who has resigned. 
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STRYCHNINE POISONING. 
By James L. Wess, Bishop’s Stortford. 


On the 5th inst. 
hastily to attend a dog belonging to S. Betts, Esq., 
of Hadham Hall, Herts, supposed to have been pois- 
oned. On arrival, the dog was found lying pros- 
trate, the muscles of his limbs being very rigid, the 
eyes staring, the head drawn upwards and back- 
wards. and the dog totally unable to stand ;_ tetanic 
convulsions seized him at short intervals, which 
were aggravated by the slightest noise or by touch. 
We learned that on the day previously his owner 
had taken a walk by the side of a wood, accompanied 
by the dog, and it was supposed that it must have 
picked up a piece of poisoned meat, probably placed 
by a keeper as a “ bait for the foxes.” Shortly 
after the return it was noticed: that the dog was un- 
well. and gradually becoming worse. ‘During the 
night he was seized with fits, each of which in- 
creased in severity. 

The case was diagnosed as one of strychnine pois- 
oning, and immediately some tobacco was infused 
in hot water: Whilst this was being got ready 
an emetic consisting of Hyd-Subchlor et Antim, 
Tart, aa, was ‘administered and in about fifteen 
minutes afterwards the tobacco infusion was given, 
a similar dose was left to be given two hours sub- 
seqaently if necessary. 

On visiting the patient again in the evening we 
found hii quite recovered, greatly to the astonish- 
ment and delight of both the master and mistress, 
who valued this pet more than ‘any of their 
horses: , 

Tobacco appears to be a most reliable antidote in 
antagonizing the effects of strychnine, and should be 
generally known’ both by dog’ owners and by the 
veterinary profession. We have used this agent 
in similar cases for many years with the same grati- 
fying results; and probably many others can testify 


my father was summoned 


of tumour in twenty-five minutes, under cocaine. 
without restraint of any kind merits more thang 
mere passing notice. I sincerely hope that the 
worthy Professor’s attacks of “ nightmare” have 
not upset his figures; or stay, Mr. Editor, has that 
wicked reporter,or your compositor, made a mistake 
and substituted ‘‘ pounds” for ‘‘ ounces ” ? 

The Professor’s account of the physiology of 
Anesthesia is delightful ; it is full of quaint allu. 
sions, and— some may think—delusions as well, 
The “lion coming” suggests the jungle, and the 
jungle is not more impenetrable than the mystifica- 
tion of anesthetic action. 

It must indeed be “a sign that we are getting 
on,” when we are told to look for a ‘deep or shal- 
low pulse”; and further, it would eed a strangely 
organised intellect to understand what the Professor 
means by saying that he has never seen one per cent. 
of horses where the pupil was contracted, when he 
remarks—-almost in the’ next line—that a state of 
contraction is to be taken as a guide that complete 
anesthesia has set in. Possibly, the Professor 
wishes us to understand from this that he has never 
more than one per cent. of chloroformed horses com- 
pletely under the influence of the anesthetic. If 
this be so, his experience of chloroform cannot be 
so vast as other parts of. his paper would induce us 
to believe. 

Professor Penberthy is to be congratulated on 
never having *‘ had an accident with a horse,” but 
from information which has reached me, his allu- 
sion to one which was “absolutely poisoned by 
chloroform ” is—well let us say misleading; for I 
am told that whilst he was operating, he was con- 
tinually saying to his. assistant who was adminis- 
tering the chloroform: ‘More, give him more,” 
‘ Get him under, and keep him under,” etc , etc. 
 VERAX.” 
[We rather sympathise with Professor Penberthy, 


because clearly the reporter has not done him justice, and 
a difficult subject is made still more involved. Eb.| 





to its value. Its modus operandi seems to depend 
on its acting ‘in direct physiological opposition to 
the strychnine—in fact as udepressant of the cerebro- 
spinal centres. 


ANAISTHESIA. 

Being particularly interested in the question of 
Anesthetics and their administration, 1 naturally 
read, and read again, in your issue of 28th Feb., 
Professor Penberthy’s address at the Lincolnshire 
V.M.A., and with it Iam much disappointed. 

It may be that the fault belongs—not to the 
essayist—but to the reporter. It is true that the 
Professor had the subject chosen for him, which I 
submit is a risky expedient, even when a Professor 
is to occupy the stump. 

The Professor no doubt knows something of 
Anesthetics, and perhaps employs such drugs on 
rare occasions. In his address he is peculiarly 
indefinite. 


PROGRESSIVE (?) LEGISLATION, 
(Tue APPRENTICESHIP CLAUSE). 





Our Council approaches reform with great |- 
willingness. While it may resist it will, and to gain 
time it offers something, anything—except the 
thing demanded. This has always been and, 
while Clause IX exists, always will be so 
It would be dangerous to rescind clause 1X. it 
says “but we will give you an apprenticeship 


clause ”; and it dilates brightly on the ern os 
‘“* You want the Dual Appointment abolished be- 
lves, and sit 


cause we elect ourselves, and pay ourselvé : 
in judgement on ourselves? ~‘Trust in ete 
the reply, ‘ we will keep the Dual appointment, bu 
in place of it we give you a nice Annual yet 
tration clause, with an Annual Payment, and if ve 
don’t pay promptly off goes your name from ‘il 
register. You did’nt like King Log 9—well, we 


’ 


1S 





His operation for the removal of seventeen pounds 


send you King Stork.” 
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It is not, nowever, to consider the general action 
of the Council that I write this, but to shortly re- 
view the probable working of the apprenticeship 
clause—one of the sops thrown to Cerberus. 

My first point is that a compulsory clause is not 
wanted. The final examination, conscientiously 
conducted, forces a man to acquire practical train- 
ing. Nothing more is needed. 

Suppose the clause provides for each intending 
student to attach himself to some veterinary sur- 
geon for six months or a'year. Who will be the 
teachers? Leading men have no time for pupils, 
who depart as svon as they are becoming useful. 
Second-rate men have more leisure and can take 
more pupils, third-rate men more again, and the 
failures of the profession could devote their whole 
time to the business. But should we trust the 
students’ primary education to the ~ failures” ? 
Here is achance for the Council. We shall have 
to make a choice of pedagogues and again we shall 
er:joy the pleasing spectacle of “ deserving” persons 
(friends of Councilmen) receiving the appointment 
—every one else left in the cold—as happened at 
the scattering of Foundation Fellowships fifteen 
years ago. 

These instructors will doubtless be persons of the 
nicest honour, otherwise. having few responsibilities 
they might first look after the premiums, leaving 
the pupils to look after themselves, a course not 
likely to add to the general reputation. Or if the 
apprenticeship allow of it the pupil, with a slight 
smattering of knowledge may be thrust into prac- 
tice to injure neighbouring practitioners, and by his 
blunders disgrace the whole community. 

Then as to the Colleges. Pupils now have a severe 
preliminary examination, which means large educa- 
tional expenditure. Pupilage adds a heavy pre- 
mium, a year’s more board and lodging, and another 
year’s probation before entering the profession. 
Now, in the London school, which I best know, the 
fees have lately been raised, the expenditure in- 
creased. and no solid advantage offered. This 
school is certainly greatly wanting in “ practical” 
tuition, and if any school supports a pupilage clause 
it should be the London one. But its increased fees, 
etc., already deter many students from entering, and 
if to this are added all the costs of enforced pupil- 
age, I cannot see how the College can attract men 
enough to pay its way. The same reason will much 
lessen the entries at the other Colleges. To the 
Colleges, then, such a clanse would be a total 
disadvantage. 

_Will it benefit the students? If the scheme pro- 
vides no instructors, neophytes will patronise men 
in Inverse proportion to the fee demanded, and the 
latter will be in inverse proportion to the know- 
tage possessed. ‘I'he most ignorant man will get 
t € most pupils! This will not benefit the student. 

To attempt work which is not thoroughly under- 
stood produces slipshod ways and erroneous ideas 
which long remain. This will not prepare for a 
ae after-life. At present the pupil pays the 
jah ; on! teaching him practice. The proposed 
titi .will make him pay both school and prac- 

‘oner, and he won’t be taught by either. Practice 


will go before theory—always a bad way. The 
school will be openly rid of teachiug practice; the 
practitioner will not be able to teach enough theory 


to explain his practice. Between two stools the 


pupil will come to the ground. 

Such are a few of the ills of compulsory pupilage. 
Briefly I object to it (1) Because it is not needed ; 
(2) Because it will either place pupils in the hands 
of the most ignorant or give a few practitioners un- 
fair advantages; (3) It will curtail the income of 


Bagster, Jonathan 
Baird, Alex. B. 
Bolton, Geo. Fredk. 
Bradshaw, Samuel 





| Clemenson, John 
|Clements, Wm. 
Colquhoun, Archd. 


Clegg, P. 

Darling, Thos. Bell 
Davies, Jeseph 
Durham, Samuel 





Constant, Arthur Edward 


the schools; (4) It will increase the cost of the 
degree (perhaps double it), and be a hardship to 
intending students; and 


practice by unqualified men. 
Jno. A. W. Doxrar. 


(5) It may encourage 


Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 





Second list of names of members removed from 
Register through non-complianee with Section V. Sub- 
section 4, of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881. 


Arthur. David Austria 
Allen, David — 
Armstrong, Fred. Cockermouth, 
Aitkin, Alex. Murray Australia 
Atkinson, John Todd — 

London 


Rutherglen, Lanark. 


Montreal, Canada 
Stratford-on-Avon 


Bretherton, John America 
Beech, T. S. California 
Brock, Edward J. Australia 
Barker, John Australia 
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EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The members of the association held their half-yearly 
meeting at the Bell Hotel, Norwich, on Tuesday, 
February 10th. E. J. Kircuty, Esq., Norwich, in the 
chair. Present, Messrs. Thos. Auger, Jno. Cleveland, 
C. C. Clarke, F. C. Golden, Jas. Gooch, John Ham- 
mond, junr, ©. G. Hunting, — Howse, J. D. 
Overed, A. H. Santy, S. Smith, W. Shipley, junr., 
Jas. Thurston, — Wills. B.S. Barcuam, (Hon. Sec.) 

The minutes of previous meeting were confirmed, and 
letters of apology read from Professors Walley, Axe, Wil- 
liams and Pritchard. Messrs. F. Wragg, W. Reedman, 
Wm. Shipley, senr., Wm. Bower, and Sir Henry Simp- 
son. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The following gentlemen were elected for the ensuing 
year: President, Mr. Wm. Bower, East Rudham. Vice- 
Presidents, Messrs. A. H. Santy, J. D. Overed and 
E. J. Kitchin. Secretary, (re-elected) Mr. R. 8. Barcham. 


New MemBer. 
Mr. John Hammond, Junr., of Bale, was proposed. 


THe Next MEeETING 


Was arranged to be held at Lynn in the second week in 
July. 

The question of the need of a New Charter was next 
discussed. Professor Penberthy, Messrs. Santy, Kitchin 
Gooch and Overed having spoken at considerable length 
on the subject the following resolution was submitted to 
the meeting by Mr. Overed, and carried nem. con. “ That 
in the opinion of this meeting a New Charter is neces- 
sary ; that both the Ninth Clause and the Dual Ap- 
pointment as at present existing are both objectionable 
and injurious to the welfare of the profession.” 


The following paper was then read :— 
EXAMINATION OF HORSES AS TO 
SOUNDNESS.” 
By Proressor PENBERTHY. 


“ ON 





“Mr. Present and GENTLEMEN, 


Nothing in the routine of Veterinary practice calls for 
more consideration than the “ Examination of Horses as 
to Soundness.”” The proper performance of the act re- 
quires the exercise of a wide range of professional ane 
ledge, and in the majority of cases 1s followed by at 
muneration well earned and, I think we may Say, ri 
quate. Than this, no subject has been more yr 
discussion, lay and professional, nor is there ano 


which at the present moment affords a wider field for 
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disagreement, extrinsic and intrinsic. Hence 1 hope 
no apology is necessary for asking your further con- 
sideration of some points in relation to it, though when 
selecting it from among two or three subjects submitted 
to me by your secretary, I was not alive to the fact of 
its having been so particularly before the profession of 
late as I now find it to have been. It is possibly a cause 
for regret that other matters of great importance should 
have so limited our time, but I will endeavour to con- 
fine my few remarks to certain aspects rather than make 
any attempt to go thoroughly into the whole subject 
Recent events occuring in the North of England have 
created a profound impression among practitioners as to 
the great responsibility which attaches to the perfor- 
mance of this particular function ; demonstrating the 
liability of being mulcted in heavy damages by a court 
of law and sustaining the loss of reputation which this 
almost invariably entails. The feeling of insecurity is 
so great in certain individuals that in speaking of the 
matter to me a well-known practitioner, whose practice 
has been for many years essentially an examining one, 
said he very much preferred not examining horses as to 
soundness at all. So that whether we admit it or not, 
this first law of nature, self preservation, is specially 
forced on us and should be our primary consideration. 
By thi: Ido not mean to imply that we may consider 
ourselves or our interests to the detriment of our client, 
or his interests; for I hold that, in all honest dealing, 
by protecting ourselves we are protecting our clients, 
and we cannot admit for a moment but that it is the 
wish of every member of the profession that his services 
shall ever be associated with honourable transactions. 
To this I think we shall agree as well as to the necessary 
condition that the examiner possess the professional 
skill and common scnse essential to the formation of a 
just, and consequently valuable, opinion. Prima facie 
then we can have little reason for complaint, as it seems 
to me that the only point on which a professional man 
may be indicted is wilful, (criminal) negligence, or in- 
sufficient professional skill—always allowing that either 
is often more difficult to settle justly than judiciously. 
Our experience, however, tells us there are bye issues 
responsible for much of the trouble associated with the 
subject now under discussion. I am disposed to think 
that there are some questions we may put to ourselves 
as to how much our own action is culpable. Do we 
ever consider what is asked of us by the practice now in 
vogue, and what we so often voluntarily undertake ! 
More, I venture to aver, than is demanded of, or ac- 








| 





cepted by, the members of any other profession. What | 


lawyer would be insane enough, after most thorough ex- 
amination of a case, to state that his client’s suit should 
be successful, and that in event of failure he would dis- 
charge the costs ; or what practitioner of human medi- 
cine or surgery, after the most deliberate examination of 
aman, would certify (as we have it) that the examiner 
was sound, i.e. perfect—as ruled by Chief Justice Bert 
(But v. Osborne)—and indemnify him from all damage 
arising from developments of conditions which existed, 
but Were not recognised at the time of examination. 
Yet in the the literature of horse causes we find that a 
horse, to merit the condition of soundness, must not 
possess even the “ germs of unsoundness.”’ 

ire leads us up to inquire what are the circumstances 
. lich bring this responsibility on the shoulders of the 

eterinary Examiner—for responsibility undoubtedly 
exists, and each time we examine a horse and certify to 
its soundness or unsoundness we incur arisk. To me 


gen that to the use of the terms sound and unsound 
aaa attribute much of the mischief, and for the rea- 

at these are so clearly defined by the law, which 
says soundness is “ perfection,” “ freedom from disease;” 
ee which does now, or will at some future time, 
interfere with an animal’s usefulness,” 


We are told 


ing of our written and verbal opinions. 








| 


that these “ words” are ‘demanded by custom, and that 
the result of our examination must necessarily be asso- 
ciated with them. It is my humble opinion that the 
matter is entirely in our own hands, and that a general 
discontinuance by members of the profession of the 
terms would be a truce to much of the trouble connected 
with sale and purchase, while it would detract no whit 
from the value of our opinions as to the suitability of any 
animal for the purpose for which it may be required. 
I think we must at once admit that it is impossible for 
us to know that a horse is “sound” in the sense of the 
above definitions, which are legal precedents I believe 
that veterinary science and art and veterinary honesty 
have now reached that position which they deserve, and 
should demand that generous treatment which is accord- 
ed to other professions. { am open to admit that the 
general and lengthened use of the terms sound and un- 
sound have caused these in some cases to be very con- 
venient but this does not, to my view, seem in any way 
equivalent to the inconvenience incurred by their general 
adoption. It may be suggested that any lessening of 
the responsibility in a strictly legal sense thus brought 
about would encourage immoral practices, which in this 
mortal state have always to be provided against. I ar- 
gue that though the immediate responsibility to the un- 
certain law may be removed we should be none the less 
responsible. I believe it would be a means of esti- 
mating more definitely the value of professional advice 
in buying and selling, and consequently bring credit and 
cash to those deserving, as well as of broadening and 
deepening the mutual interests of practitioner and 
client. I would also wish to say that Ido not for a 
moment allow that non use of the term “sound”’ or 
“unsound” will relieve the wilfully careless, or those 
not possessing suflicient skill, from the penalties to 
which they are now liable. 

Amongst questions most commonly raised when dis- 
cussing this subject is the “form of certificate, and we 
frequently hear the cry for uniformity of this important 
document which sometimes not only seals the horse’s fate 
butalso that of the veterinary surgeon. The form 
now in common use always appeared to me strangely 
exciting to the litigious temperament. I hereby certify 
éc,—and find him sound or unsound, &. To my mind 
the very formal “ vertificate,’”’ as we call it, gives the lay- 
man the idea of some specially legal document. The 
mental condition induced by having the worst of a horse 
deal requires very little to stir up the love of law, which 
is common to many men, I see no reason why the 
opinion as to fitness for certain kinds of work for which 
a horse is adapted by breed, conformation, &c., and the 
likelihood of a continuance in this state for natural 
periods, should be couched in special words or terms. 
Certainly the opinion will be more valuable, and surely a 
true and valuable opinion is, or should be, the only desi- 
deratum of all parties concerned, To state that a horse is 
“sound” is to me savouring of the dogmatic and arro- 
gant, and by way of apparently lessening any impression 
of the kind | always prefer saying I detect no unsound- 
ness, but I fear the law would recognise no material 
difference in the effect of the two wordings. Iam sure 
that much trouble may be saved by the judicious word- 
The power to 
do this must rest with the individual examiner, and it 
does not follow that a greater knowledge of men and 
things in generai will detract from his knowledge of the 
horse. 

While we submit to the custom of employing the terms 
“sound ” and“ unsound” it is necessary that we should 
have fixed ideas as to what constitutes legal soundness 
and unsoundness. Attempts have been made to cate- 
gorically arrange the diseases and abnormalities which 
are the causes of “unsoundness.” It appears to me 
that any attempt on the part of the veterinary profes- 
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sion indirectly or collectively, to arrange what shall or | call the condition a “ bony enlargement,” but if I were in 
shall not be a cause of unsoundness must always be | the witness box asked if this is what is usually termed a 
abortive. We certainly may place in schedules these’ splint I am bound to affirm that it is. I am then con- 
conditions, and suggest that such shall be a guide to us | fronted with the above, and my opinion goes for nothing 
in use of the terms, but I fear this will never affect the | on this point. In every way I think disputes as ty 
legal aspect of the case unless we, as a body, determine |“soundness” could be most satisfactorily settled by 
and succeed in getting some statutory legislation on the | “ arbitration,” the arbitrators being men of practical 
subject. Though it will bewell for us not to assume that and profesional experience ; and that in the majority of 
we are lawyers, it is essential for us to understand that, | cases it is in the power of the veterinary surgeon to ad- 
while each case must be judged on its merits, the de- | vise and influence the adoption of this course. 

cisions of our law courts are made in accordance with With a view of avoiding legal responsibility and at 
rules laid down by Act of Parliament and by former | the same time facilitating.a transaction which we can- 
judgments taken as “precedents.” Veterinary Sur- | didly believe would be advantageous to both parties— 
geons who give certificates of soundness or unsoundness | buyer and seller—it is the custom of some to use such 
should undoubtedly be familiar with these, for they are qualifying terms as “ practically sound,” “ usefully 





always subject to them ; but because members of R.C.V.S. 
individually or collectively agree to such and such con- 
ditions there is nothing to say that judgement shall be 
given on these lines. Neither statute nor precedent 
bear on every case, so that after all our professional 
judgment must be taken for much beyond these. It is 
here of course that there is danger in using the term 
sound or unsound. 

Then again, even when statute or precedent exist there 
is the loophole of difference of professional opinion as to 
the existence or non-existence of certain causes of un- 
soundness. This difficulty seems likely to obtain to a 
greater or lesser extent for a long time, though our ad- 
vance in general and technical education should rapidly 
diminish the chances of these differences. We do not 


hope for unanimity of opinion in matters it is not pos- | 


sible to settle, but we may ask ourselves the question 
as to whether we cannot give our opinions a little less 
dogmatically, and exercise and encourage courteous con- 
sideration for those of our professional brethren. Iam 


_sound,”’ &c. I donotsee that “sound,” i.e. “ perfect,” 
_can be affected by any word affixed, and I am pleased to 
state that instructions are issued to officers in charge of 
| the R.V.C. practice that “ practically sound ” shall be 
-used under no conditions, though this does not restrict 
| qualification of opinion in any other words. The case 
can be equally well met without the use of the word 
/“*sound ” by simple statement of the opinion that the 
animal is likely to be useful for the special purpose for 
| which it may be bought, the purpose always being named 
'when we so express ourselves. © If a warranty is given 
fora special purpose, then according to the ruling of 
|'Mr. Baron Alderson, the term sound may be suscep- 
_tible of the qualification arising from the purpose for 
| which the warranty was given. 

And here I may say that I think our examinations 
should be made with a knowledge of the purpose for 
_which the horse is required, and that such an opinion as 
we are able to arive at as to the animal’s fitness should 
_be given in candid terms. I believe this would en- 


sorry to make the statement, but I really believe that a | courage what is legitimate, and a practice of not pur- 
large proportion of the cases which tind their way to our | chasing horses on certificates given to other individuals, 
law courts would never reach this distinction but for the | and which are now often hawked about for weeks and 


unfortunate manner of expressing opinions sometimes 
excited by professional jealousy, as well as the great 
love for appearing in the witness box which is possessed 
by some M.R.C.VS. 

In a court of law it is for a jury of “twelve British 
haberdasher: ’’—honest and true—to decide whether an 
animal was sound or not. If we think a common jury 
capable of coming to a fair decision on this subject there 
might be an excuse for the veterinary surgeon to urge 
his client to seek redress by appealing to it. To me it 
seems much more reasonable that justice should be 
measured out by one, two, or three arbitrators possessing 
technical knowledge, and that his or their decision shall 
be final. The public expose of our differences would thus be 
avoided. In many cases where dispute existed and law ap- 
peared imminent I have advised this means of settlement, 
cost, and I believe on much sounder basis than could be 
and always matters have been arranged quietly, with less 
hoped for from twelve honest and true of the non- 
expert type. 

No one can have been much engaged in disputed horse 
causes without being impressed with the great un- 
certainty of the law, and that very frequently great 
hardships result, and this sometimes when the judgments 
have been based on precedent. For instance, it is ruled 
in law that a “splint” not causing lamenessat the time of 
examination is not an “unsoundness,”’ and if a veteri- 
nary surgeon after due consideration deemed the situa- 
tion in conjunction with the size &. of such as dan- 
gerous, his opinion inlaw would count for nothing (Lopes, 
in Silk v. Jones Smith). Though we know that ix the 
majority of cases a splint is of no importance, we must 
allow that there are splints and splints, and under 
some circumstances they may totally incapacitate an 
animal for certain work for which he would be otherwise fit. 
In this case I again avoid the use of a specific “ word,” and 


_months. 
| We must remember too, that the law requires all 
| patent defects to be mentioned, and that what “ we place 
| on our certificates cannot be altered by parole.” That 
is to say, ifa horse has a small pimple on the withers, 
_a slight cough, or apparently slight inflammation of the 
| conjunctiva, we may not say in our certificate this horse 
|is“sound”’ and mention by word of mouth the above, 
for unless these are placed on our certificate I fear we are 
liable in case of fistulous withers, roaring, or blindness 
to pay our client damages for loss; and it makes no 
difference in law whether the parties know of the exis- 
tence of any defect or not. In the attempts to diminish 
|the onus it is suggested that on examination we 
‘should not have regard to conformation; I will 
only say that I feel it my duty, if in my examuina- 
tion I think any peculiarity of conformation or aught 
else will render the animal incapable of properly 
performing his dnties for natural periods, to take cog- 
nisance of it, and mention it accordingly. 

I think too, we must recognise that a source of great 
danger will exist if the veterinary examiner become 
specially interested in the transaction beyond arriving 
at and giving his professional opinion. ' 

After some further remarks on the subject in general 
the speaker submitted amongst others the following 
points on which a profitable discussion might possibly 
ensue : : 

1. The desirability of discarding when possible the 
use of the terms “sound,” “ unsound,’ “ practically 
sound,” &e. ; ; 

2. The necessity for using formal certificates; °F 
whether each individual subject should be examined an 
‘referred to on its own merits in familiar and con 
venient terms. 4 d 

3. The desirability of less dogmatic expression; 4? 
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means by which professional courtesy and consideration 
may be cultivated. 

4. Is arbitration practicable and advisable, and what 
influence the veterinary surgeon has in its adoption. 

5. What advantage can accrue to the scheduling of 
certain abnormalities, except as a nominal guide to pro- 
fessional unity. 


Tue Discussion. 


Mr. Santy in opening the discussion said that fre- 
yuently, especially when examining for dealers, you were 
compelled to be dogmatic and give a certificate of sownd 
or unsound. In the case of a private individual a letter 
in some cases was practicable and even preferable to a cer- 
tificate, he did not consider a list of abnormalities 
of any great value as a guide, his plan was to notice 
every defect, and to point out those to his client which 
he thought might be of any consequence, he was sure 
the public would soon be able to guage the worth of our 
opinions and employ us accordingly. The ordinary fee 
of 10/6 he thought quite inadequate to the risks we ran 
when examining for litigiously disposed individuals. 

Mr. OverRED advised great care as to what you put 
on paper, always act conscientiously and from a high 
moral standpoint, both towards your client and your 
brother practitioner, in case of dispute. He thought we 
had frequently to thank ourselves for appearing in law 
courts ; the want of professional courtesy and considera- 
tion and the dogmatic expression of opinion in cases of 
arbitration, whether from a desire to obtain credit of 
superiority or not, were often the means of causing liti- 
gation. The sliding scale idea he thought a good one, 
to examine a £200 animal for the same fee as a £50 one 
was certainly ridiculous. 

Mr. SmirH always adopted the sliding scale of £50 
animals 10s. 6d., over that value £1 1s. 

Prof. PENBERTHY in reply said that when he hinted 
that our fees were in comparison to the risks we ran he 
thought that £1 1s. was the ordinary fee—with a sliding 
scale upwards. He recommended in all our examina- 
tions to use broad views. The sliding scale was very com- 
mon in many parts, and acted well. 


Mr. Kircu1n exhibited a splendid specimen of that 
very rare thread-worm the Filaria Mitis, which he found 
in the ventricles of the heart of an Irish terrier. 

A most cordial vote of thanks having been given to 
Prof. Penberthy and to the Chairman, Mr. Kitchin, the 
meeting terminated. 

R. 8. BaRCHAM, Hon. See. 


SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of the Society was held in the Lon- 
don Hotel, Edinburgh, on Wednesday 25th Feb. There 
was an unusually large attendance of members, and 
several prominent agriculturists, including Mr. Cowe, 
Balhousie and Mr. Hutcheson, Dundee, were present. 
Mr. H. G. Thompson, Aspatria, the retiring president, 
occupied the chair at the outset, and in his opening 
remarks referred to the question of dishorning. He 
was surprised, he said, to hear so many professional men 
talking about the cruelty of the practice, and he was, 
afraid they had too many of these drawing-room patent- 
slippered gentlemen writing about cruelty. He also ex- 
peed the opinion that they were indebted to some of 

e foreign feeding stuffs which were imported into the 
country for many of the diseases among stock, and he 
particularly mentioned anthrax as traceable to this 


dis a for, so far as he had observed, it was a dietetic 





Mr. James Clark, V.S., Cupar-Angus, the new 
president, then took the chair, and delivered his inaugura- 
address, from which we give an extract. 

“ With all due respect to Mr. Chaplin, I still hold that 
we are not getting our proper position, at least in some 
cases. Especially in the case of the inspectiou of the 
cattle ex Norse King, landed in Dundee at the end of 
last year, in which case a port inspecter (Professor Walley) 
having no connection with the country in which they 
were landed, was directed to inspect said animals, totally 
ignoring the inspector for that district. This suggests 
to me, and must to every one, that the question of pleuro- 
pdeumonia is still and must remain for an indefinite 
period a most vexed one. 

It will, no doubt, be urged by some that the question 
is long ago thrashed out; but this cannot well be said 
when reference is made to the statistics published yearly 
by the veterinary department, in the report published 
by the Board of Agriculture, where it will be seen that 
it is very far from being exhausted. 

It was confidently asserted that the Slaughter Order 
would in course of two or three years quite stamp out the 
disorder. As all present are aware, the Order was intro- 
duced in March 1888, and has been in full swing since, 
and with what success the following table will show. It 
is only fair to note that, as regards England, a decrease 
of outbreaks to the extent of 20 per cent. has taken place 
during the year. With reference to Scotland the case is 


different, and is as follows :— 
Healthy Cattle 


Veal Infected Fresh Cattle Slaughtered or 
“ Counties. Outbreaks. Attacked. Removed from 
Infect’d Prem’s 
1687): «<. B1 324 1380 2680 
1888 ... 11 211 771 3887 
1889 ... 18 239 866 3492 


This condition of matters shows, with all the activity in 
wholesale slaughter, the increase in animals attacked 
reaches 12 percent. over last year. While every oue must be 
prepared to give loyal support to the measures introduced 
byGovernment for the suppression of this insidious disease, 
it must ever remain a source of sincere regret that the 
departmental commission held in 1888 did not see its 
way to recommend a satisfactory and thorough experi- 
ment to settle once for all the merits or demerits of in- 
oculation. I venture to predict that if a jury composed 
of lay or even professional men had been appointed to 
settle the matter on evidence produced, the resn]t would 
have been totally different,and certainly more satisfactory. 

I am more convinced than ever of the necessity of such 
a course after reading an opinion given in the director’s 
annual report of the veterinarian department of the 
Board of Agriculture 1890. At page 4 the following 
occurs :—It is also possible that circumstances may occur 
in our own country which would render inoculation in 
particular herds expedient, it being a condition that the 
inoculated animals should never afterwards he moved ex- 
cept to a slaughter-house for immediate slaughter. 

Great and unnecessary stress is laid on the fact that 
pleuro-pneumonia has not been stamped out in any 
country by inoculation. Admitting this to be true, it 
does not prove that such is impossible. Speaking from 
personal knowledge, and from that of many here to-day, 
I need only refer to what has already been done in Perth- 
shire and Forfarshire. Inoculation was first tried in For- 
farshire, under local authority supervision, in September 
1886, Mr. Rutherford being instructed to carry out the 
operation. At the first half-yearly meeting thereafter, 
it was announced that, on making a very careful calcula- 
tion, the clear gain to the county could not be less than 
£2700 by the adoption of inoculation as opposed to 
slaughter. The same thing occurred in Perthshire. At 
the half-yearly meeting, held in May 1887, the chairman 
announced that inoculation had been carried out in sever- 
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al herds of cattle, and with the satisfactory result that 
the county had benefited to the extent of at least £1300. 

I may further mention that the Perthshire authorities 
issued a circular, asking the opinion of owners of the 
value of inoculation, and a favourable reply from all, 
with one exception, was returned. This evidence, I may 
state, was also submitted and laid before the Department- 
al Commission of inquiry. I wish further to call your 
attention to the fact that in no case was any subsequent 
attack of pleuro-pneumdnia traceable to stock which had 
been inoculated or in contact with such. This equally 
applied to both counties already mentioned. It need not 
therefore be wondered that owners are favourable to the 
operation, so it appears all the more a pity that a proper 
and thorough investigation was shirked. The principal 
points requiring solution are :— 

a. Does inoculation, properly performed, grant im- 
aay to an absolutely healthy animal, and, if so, how 

ong ! 

b. Willan animal suffering from pleuro-pneumonia 
show characteristic tail lesions after operation / 

c. Docases of encysted pleuro- pneumonia occasionally 
occur befor or after inoculation, or both ! 

d. How long does an encysted case of pleuro-pneu- 
monia remain a source of infection ? 

Other points of interest would, no doubt, be necessary ; 
but if the foregoing had been properly determined, it 
would have cleared the way to a more thorough know- 
ledge of the disease. A great deal of time and trouble 
has been bestowed over the discovery of the microbe of 
pleuro-pnemonia, and it has been stated, particularly by 
medical experts, that without a knowledge of this specific 
micro-o1ganism we cannot properly cope with the disease. 
This cannot, I think, be urged as an objection when it is 
considered how eminently satisfactory the adoption of 
vaccination has proved. Query—How much do medical 
men know of the microbe of vaccine? In fact, I believe 
the microbe of pleuro-pneumonia has been discovered, 
and, no doubt, it is most interesting from a bacteriologi- 
cal point of view. We already know that certain results 
follow certain actions, and what many considered a grand 
opportunity has been blotted out by the failure of scien- 
tific enterprise, in the Departmental Commission, to ad- 
vise an experiment in inoculation, particularly when such 
evidence was brought forward. It seems strange that in 
our own country all practical knowledge on this question 
should be ignored, and that all our thoughts and actions 
must be guided by Continental authorities. 

In the discussion that followed the reading of the paper 
Principal Writ1aMms, of the New Veterinary College, ex- 
pressed his cordial agreement with the president as to the 
advisability of trying inoculation for pleuro, and he 
strongly condemned the practice of wholesale slaughter. 

Mr. Bowuttt, V.S., Darlington, then read a paper on 
swine-fever, and claimed that he had discovered the germ 
of swine-fever to be the same as the germ of American 
hog cholera. 

At the dinner, Mr. Henry TxHompson, the retiring 
president, in the name of the Association, presented Mr. R. 
Rutherford, V.S., Grove Street, with a beautiful set of 
silver candlesticks and table ornaments, together with a 
gold bracelet for Mrs. Rutherford, which had been sub- 
scribed for by the members of the Association as a 
tribute of respect for Mr. Rutherford. In making the 
presentation, Mr, Thompson said that not only had Mr 
KRatherford great claims on the gratitude of the Associa- 
tion for the admirable service he had rendered to them 
as secretary, but he had a still stronger claim on the 
gratitude of the country for what he had done in the way 
of showing stock-owners how to protect their cattle from 
pleuro by means of inoculation. In acknowledging the 





presentation, Mr. RuTHERFORD said that the success of 
inoculation as a preventive of pleuro was a living truth, 
as could be attested by the dairymen around that table | 


The Government, under the advice of Professor Brown, 
had seen fit to put down inoculation in order that the 
nole-axe might have full swing ; but with all the slaughter- 
ing, they were making no headway against the disease. 
‘Ie considered that inoculation of different kinds as a 
means of preventing diseases of different kinds would be 
» feature not only in the veterinary practice, but also in 
ihe medical practice of the future—(applause). 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 





A meeting of this Association was held on Friday, 
March 6, 1891, at the North Eastern Hotel, Darlington, 
Mr. G. T. Pickering, the President, in the chair. There 
were also present Messrs. J. E. Peele, G. E. Nash, P. 
Snaith, T. Bowhill, W. E. Lawrence, A. Peele, W. T. 
Briggs, and W. Awde, Hon. Secretary. 

Apologies fur non-attendance were received from Messrs. 
F. R. Stevens, Darlington ; Jno. Fryer, Kirkby Fleetham; 
and Jno. Nettleton, Northallerton. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

The Secretary reported that the joint Committee had 
decided that the members of the South Durham and 
North Yorkshire Association should visit the Annual 
Meeting in Newcastle-on-Tyne in February on the 
understanding that the North of England members 
visited the Annual Meetiug at Darlington in September, 
and that in response to the circulars sent out seven 
members had attended the meeting in question. 

Mr. W. A. Hancock, M.R.C.V.S., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
was nominated for membership. 

Mr. H. H. Roberts, M.R C.V.S., Coundon, was unani- 
mously elected a member, and Professors Axe, Walley, 
Williams,and Mr.Thomas Greaves were elected Honorary 
Associates. 

A letter was read from’ Mr. Atkinson, of Masham, 
tendering his resignation, but it was unanimously re- 
solved to ask him to reconsider the matter. 

Several interesting cases were brought forward, after 
which the following paper was read, the discussion on 
which was adjourned till next meeting. 


Some DiIsEASES MET WITH IN THE COW DURING THE FIRST 
MONTH SUCCEEDING PARTURITION, 
By Mr. G. E. Nasu. 





Mr. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN, 

Our Secretary having asked me to read a paper before 
you this evening, I consented -providing no other mem- 
ber of the Society could be prevailed on to do so. It was 
with considerable diffidence that I accepted the respous!- 
bility for Iam sure there are other members far more 
capable of writing a paper than myself, but I consider it 
the duty of any member to produce matter for discussion 
for our meetings when requested to do so by the Secretary. 
I am sorry to say that owing to my time having been 
pretty fully occupied this last month I have only been 
able to prepare a very crude paper, in fact the subject ee 
my paper was chosen by me simply as one likely to le 
to a good discussion ; we have any amount of papers - 
equine matters, but the poor cow has to take a back seat. 
I am aware that I have nothing new to bring before your 
notice, but you will admit that the diseases I sh 
mention are of great importance both to us as country 
practitioners and to the farmer. During the next three 
months we shall be in the midst of the calving a 
and shall doubtless have to cope with all the diseases 
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shall touch upon ; and if my paper is the means, through 
the discussion which I hope will follow its reading, of us 
getting a few hints how to treat successfully any or all 
of these diseases, I shall feel that my efforts have been 
highly rewarded. I am not goirg to say anything about 
the act of parturition, but simply to note the most com- 
mon ills that follow that event, and the first we are likely 
to meet with, occurring as it generally does immediately 
after delivery, is 

Hemorrhage.—This may be vaginal or uterine, venous 
or arterial. I do not think we shall have much difficulty 
in arresting it, either from the vagina or uterus, unless 
the bleeding is in such quantity as to amount to actual 
flooding, and then we have a very grave lesion to deal 
with, in fact, my own experience of it is to arrive on the 
scene just as the cow is breathing her last, or shortly 
after her death. I am sorry to say that, owing to its 
having happened at a busy time, I have not had an 
opportunity of making a post-mortem examination in 
these cases, and so I cannot speak with any confidence 
as to the exact cause or locality of the hemorrhage, but 
the most common causes are the giving way of a large 
vessel through the heavy paining of the cow during ex- 
pulsion of the fcetus, the too-forcible removal of the 
placenta, and tearing of the uterus or vagina by forcible 
removal of the calf in an unnatural position. The last 
case I had was a heifer, she calved with very little help, 
the calf being in the normal position, and the feetal 
membranes followed the calf, she commenced to bleed 
soon after, and died within the hour. This beast was 
very fat when she calved, which I have no doubt was the 
predisposing, if not the actual cause of the hemorrhage. 

The treatment I adopt—anc I may say that I do not 
interfere unless I see that the bleeding is not goiug to 
stop spontaneously which it generally does, in my ex- 
perience—is to inject a weak solution of perchloride of 
iron. This I have generally found effectual, but when it 
does not arrest the hemorrhage I think injections of 
hot water would be worth a trial. Sub-cutaneous ivjec- 


tions of ergotine would, I think, be likely to have a good | 


effect, but J have not had any occasion te try it. J see 
that brandy is recommended, in human practice, in 
severe cases of hemorrhage; I should have thought 
that stimulants would be likely to do harm by increasing 
the circulation, but I suppose in cases of extreme weak- 
ness it is found to be beneficial. The drugs I have 
generally used are tannic acid, tinct. opii, ol. tereb., ac 
sulph. arom., and tinct. ferri perchlor., but in severe 
cases they do not act quick enough. 

Post purtum paining—About this I have not much to 
say, but it is often very troublesome to treat. It 
generally results from difficult parturition ; sometimes 
from too forcible removal of the placenta, but in some 
cases | can trace no appreciable cause. The treatment 
1s obviously by anodynes : the best in my opinion being 
opium, morphia, chloroform, and chloral hydrate; the 


morphia administered bypodermically. Injections into | 


the uterous of tinct, opii et chloroform I have found to 


do as much gvod as anything. I have also tried the | 


vapour of anesthetic ether with good results. Trache- 


otomy has been recommended to lessen the pain from | 
whatever cause, but I should not be inclined to try this | 


operation unless all other means had failed. Packing 


the hind quarters as high as possible helps to lessen the | 


pains. One thing I am always careful to do, and that is' 
put a truss on—or if you have not got one with you, 


make one with a cart-rope, or you may have to deal with | 


a much graver affair :— 

5 reien of the Uterus, and if this does take place you 
eartily wish you had taken the simple precaution 
save Mentioned. The causes of this accident are, 

sy during or rather after the expulsion of the 

the 8, from relaxation or rupture of the ligaments of 
uterus. A cow that has had eversion of the uterus 


once is very liable to it a second time, particularly in 
the case of a difficult delivery, or if the placenta does 
not come away at once, and it is liable to occur in a cow 
that everts her vagina some time before calving, unless 
she is closely watched. I have seen cows evert their 
wombs, and a rupture of the vagina into the bargain, 
even after the precaution of putting a truss on, but this 
has been due to neglect, the cow having been left whilst 
the pains were on her, and perhaps when she laid down 
the truss had got twisted. The treatment I should 
advise in every case of eversion of the uterus is, of 
course, to return it if you can. It sounds very well, and 
looks very easy in writing, but as you all know—or if 
you don’t you ought to—it means a lot of hard and 
very dirty work. If you are on the scene of action soon 
after the uterus has been expe.led, it will not be such a 
difficult matter to return it, but we generally have to 
deal with a swollen, dirty, and sometimes lacerated 
organ—an immense bleeding mass hanging down to the 
hocks—it makes you wish you had it nicely back into 
its normal position, and were on your road home again. 
The first thing I generally do is to give a large dose of 
morphia subcutaneously, and if the pains are severe, and 
the morphia does not seem to be taking effect, I follow 
it up with a good dose of tinct. opii, which generally 
reduces the force of the pains. I never found it neces- 
sary to chloroform the cow, although I have used it to 
stop paining in the mare. After the medicinal part of 
the business has been attended to, get the cow’s hind 
quarters raised—I generally manage to get a door and 
_ place it half-way up the standing, and prop it up behind 
with tressles or logs. I then have the uterus well swilled 
with tepid water, to wash all the dirt and straw off, and 
if any of the foetal membranes are adherent, remove 
them ; this done I get two men to hold a clean sheet 
under the uterus, aud if it not swollen, oil the organ 
well around the vagina and upper part of womb with 
| ol. olivee, ol. colza, or Lard. I often use a mild turpen- 
tine liniment. Get a good man, with short nails and 
clean hands, to assist you to hold the organ when the 
| pains come on, and not let then get the better of you. 
I always work it in at the vagina, and not the fundus, as 
I believe some practitioners do. It is rather tedious, 
and sometimes difficult at first, but by using gentle 
force, and holding it to the place you have got it to— 
without being rouwgh—when pain comes on, it will 
gradually glide in with little effort on our part; but 
when the pains come on its very necessary to just hold 
it firmly to its place. When I have got it as far as I can 
I get a man with a long arm to push it in at the fundus 
| as far as he can reach. I get a pail of spring water, and 
put my arm in it, and then put my cold arm into the 
uterus to induce contractiun: apply a truss pretty 
tightly, and give a good anodyne drench. I leave three 
more anodyne drenches to be given in the event of the 
pains continuing; order the cow to be well watched for 
/some time after, as she might evert the uterus again if 
the truss got twisted, or she got her hind quarters off the 
‘inclined board, If the uterus is much swollen I bathe 








with astringent solutions, as alum, tinct. ferri perchlor., 
or even milk and water, and if this does not reduce the 
size of it, scarify. It there is any tearing it is a good 
plan to use some mild antiseptic in the water. When a 
_ great deal of hemorrhage has taken place it is a more 


| serious matter—you can judge if it has been excessive 
| by the visible mucous membranes ; if blanched, my ex- 
perience has been that the uterus can be returned with 
great ease, but the case has terminated fatally. It is 
| wonderful how a cow will come round after a bad case of 
'eversion of the uterus with good nusring. The next 
disease I have on my list is an old friend of ours :— 
| Parturient Apoplexy—A disease that ought to be re- 
‘christened “ Parturient Cattle Plagne.” There will 
| be nobody in this room who is not fully acquainted with 
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the disease in all forms; but if there is anyone who 
can positively tell its exact pathology, and an un- 
failing treatment, he deserves a pension. I do) 
not think it would be any use my taking up your | 
time with enumerating the symptoms, for you are all | 
familiar enough with them. I should just like to men- 
tion one thing that I notice and that is, the tempera- | 
ture is always below normal in the first stage. I have 
seen it down to 96 F. but generally 99 F. is about the 
temperature I have found. I mention this to show 
the absurdity of calling the disease “ milk fever”? when 
we find a state of things exactly opposite to that of 
fever. I admit that we have inflammation at a later 
stage in some cases, but not in all, and I think then it is 
very often due to re-action, through giving too much 
spirits, and of course it may result from the congestion 
of the system, or the action of various poisons in the 
blood. There is often arise of temperature of 1 or 2 
degrees without its amounting to actual inflammation, 
due I believe, to rapid oxidation after the several organs 
have been at a standstill, and an extra effort is made by 
nature. Of course this may result in inflammation if 
not counterbalanced by judicious treatment. 

What is the cause of Parturient Apoplexy? This is 
not easy to account for in most cases. Cold is blamed 
in many cases, in fact, if it was not for cold we should 
be badly off, as we can blame it in all cases where we are 
puzzled for a cause, not ouly in this but in other diseases. 
Plethoric animals are more liable to the disease than 
lean ones, if deep milkers, but lean cows which are good 
milkers, if put on to a rich diet a short time before cal- 
ving are, I consider, likely subjects. The artificial way 
that cows are forced a month or tio before calving, with 
the object of making them look blooming and full of 
milk when they calve, is a very likely thing to predis- 
pose the animal to an attack ; hereditary pre-disposition 
is a factor I have no doubt, and only wants an exciting 
cause to briug about the disease. 

he pathology of Parturient Apoplexy is very hazy, in 
fact we have only thevry for it, as neither ante nor post- 
mortem examination teaches us very much. The path- 
ological theories that 1 am about to mention are the re- 
sult of very close observation of the symptoms and post- 
mortem appearance of the cases I have seen during the 
last 14 years. Iam sorry to say that owing to carcases 
of cows not being used in Lord Zetland’s kennels I have | 
not had an opportunity of making a post-mortem for 
the last few years, but I must confess what I have seen 
has not taught me a great deal. _I think that there can 
be little doubt that the symptoms result from derange- 
ment of the nervous system, either from some irritation, 
or as a result of blood-poisoning. If such is the case, 
what causes the derangement of the nervous system. 
One thing we must not lose sight of—we never meet with 
the disease in a cow that is a poor milker, and we do not 
meet with it until after the third calf, at least as a gen- 
eral rule. Does not this point out that we must look 
for the primary cause in the lactiferous system. I do 
not believe that the causes and pathology of the disease 
are identical in every case, hence we must have more 
than one theory to fit in the puzzle. With regard to 
blood-poisoning, my idea is this—Is it not possible for 
the mammary gland to be so gorged with colostrum cor- 
puscles that they find their way into the circulation in a 
similar way to that in which bile finds its way into the 
blood from engorgement of the liver, and so cause a form 
of intoxication or poisoning, and by the action of that 
poison on the nervous system the whole body becomes 
affected, unless elimination takes place by the various 
channels. Of course there are other forms of poisoning 
but they are secondary, as in uremia, and noxious 
gases in the system, &c. Another cause may be the 
continued pressure on the nerves connected with the 
glands, caused by the over-distended udder injuring the 





centres of the sympathetic system by reflex action 
thereby partially paralysing their function, and there is 
no doubt that for a time varying from a few hours to 
several days the whole body is in a state of partial para- 
lysis. | When the milk comes away freely we generally, 


but not invariably, have an improvement in the symp. 


toms, but from the general congested state of the cireu- 
lation, complicated with the arrest of the functions of 
the various organs, the nervous system cannot regain 
itself, the paralysis increases, until for want of its 
governing power the complicated working of the whole 
body is at a standstill and death results. I havea 
strong idea that the mammary gland has a deal to do 
with the symptoms we see ; one great peculiarity of the 
disease is the rapid recovery we see in a cow that may be 
comatose, yet when we see her two hours later she may 
be sensible, and rise shortly after. A significant fact is 
that we do not see a cow improve unless her milk is be- 
ginning to flow. 

I am aware that the theories I have named will not 
bear out in cases where the cow has been milked some 
days before calving. Here the cause is probably due to 
plethora, the blood being in such a rich state that the 
slight drain was insufficient to maintain the balance, and 
the nervous system could not stand the extra pressure, 
when even this slight relief was terminated at parturition. 
I think it has been suggested that parturient apoplexy 
is caused by milking the cow too clean the first time 
after calving, the result being collapse of the asini and 
lactiferous ducts, and the retention in the blood of the 
constituents of the milk which cause a sort of intoxica- 
tion or poisoning; but then there is the question of 
cows that show symptoms of the disease before calving, 
and others that have been milked some days before, and 
again those where the disease does not occur until some 
days after calving. Are not the colostrum and fat cells 
of the milk formed in the gland, and not carried there 
by the blood? 

With regard to the treatment, the more I see of the 
disease the more I think that we have over drugged the 
poor cow. It is not an uncommon thing to hear of a 
cow having had two or three pounds of mag. sulph., 
fourteen pounds of treacle, a quart or two of ol. lini.,and 
a bottle or two of whisky, etc., before the veterinary 
surgeon comes on the scene ; then she catches it again— 
stimulants, febrifuges, anodynes, are all horned into her 
in turn—if it cannot be got into her with a horn a hole 
is made into her rumen, and it is poured in that way, or 
even the rectum is made use of as an inlet. Now, gen- 
tlemen, can you wonder at the poor animal] giving up 
the ghost under these circumstance / é 

The most important thing in the treatment of this 
disease is the nursing. Keep the cow warm,and have her 
propped up on her sternum, if she cannot do it by herself 
pack her up. I find it a good plan to get a number of 
bags tightly packed with straw; as they are handy to 
move about as the cow changes her position, and they 
make good supports for her shoulders. I have her milked 
every three o7 four hours whether she gives any milk or 
not, for the action of milking encourages the flow of milk. 
I generally use a catheter, or if [ have not got one with 
me, I insert my finger into the bladder with the desired 
result; I think this stimulates the kidneys to action. 
It is a good thing to give an enema of warm water, 
although I must confess that 1 don’t always practice 
what I preach, as the pump is so unhandy to carry if 
you are riding, and you cannot get water to gravitate 
into the bowels from the funnel] if the cow is down. 
Cold water douches to the poll, and blisters also some 
times seem to do good. I have generally put 4 8 
mustard plaster on the back, but I am now trying © 
non-blistering treatment, and so far the results are : ws 
as satisfactory. With regard to the medicinal rr 
if the cow is in the first stage and there is excitemen 
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I do not give stimulants. I am trying the potass. 
bromid et chloral hydrate treatment in such cases, and 
my experience so far is three recoveries and two deaths. 
I must say that it is not as good a percentage as I had 
been led to expect from the report of Mr. T. M. 
McConnell. If the cow is dull from the first I give a good 





ous matter in the blood or other indefinable causes, 
bleeding to relieve the overcharged vessels—if blood will 
flow, for I have seen cases where it would not—followed 
by stimulants and nerve tonics sounds like a certain 
remedy ; in my hands it has failed in every case, but 
that does net say that it would fail in other hands : it is 


dose. of whiskey, followed by small do-es of ammon.| many years since I tried it and I believe I got dis- 
aromat. et tinct. arnica et tinct. nucis vomicz given at | couraged through losing three cases in succession. 1 
intervals of three or four hours. I think tinct. arnica a might not have bled carly enough which is one im- 
particularly valuable diug on account of its diaphoretic | portant thing, in my idea: anyway I should like to try 
properties. lf there is difficulty in swallowing I give | the experiment again when the beast is strong, and has 
a subcutaneous dose of nux vomica et eth. sulph., and | not been illlong. The curative treatment being so un- 
leave some palls containing ammon. carb. nux vomica et | satisfactory, it behoves us to pay more attention to the 
ol, menthee. I consider it a critical time when the tem- | prophylactic treatment. I own I have nothing startling 
perature is rising, as if it gets over 103° F. it wants | in that way, what I do is to recommend no change of 
checki: g, or we have a state of fever which is difficult to | diet during the month or two prior to calving, give 
combat. I find Fleming’s tinct. aconite, combined with | plenty of exercise daily, and medicinially, a dose of am- 
tinct. opii, to lower the temperature the best of any- | mon. carb., nux vomica, combined with a brisk cathartic, 
thing. It is very discouraging to get your case so far | the principal use of the cathartic being to counteract 
improved that the cow holds her head up, the milk | the flow of milk ; in fact, dealers do not like this drink, 
coming freely, breathing natural, yet she cannot rise. as they say it takes the milk away, but this, in my opin- 
I have seen them try, and try again, and then give it up | ion, is the main object with us. The nux vomica and 
altogether, unless they are helped. If they do not rise | ammon. carb., act as a good nerve tonic and stimulant, 
in three days after having recovered consciousness, anyway if they do no good they do no harm. 1 order 
I have then lifted up, and their legs well rubbed, if they the drink to be given as soon as the cow is about to 
stand then for one minute even, by stand for two or | calve, and when she rar peep none a gill of 
three next time, and so go on until they rise by them- whisky to be given. 1ave adopted this treatment 
selves. But sometimes the beast will not try to rise, and | with jan good results, in fact 1 only know of two cases 
will not be lifted, or at least will not make any use of | where it has failed. 

her legs when she is lifted. I have known a cow refuse Metritis, and with it we generally have the complica- 
to rise, and also refuse all food and drink, and die in | tion of Peritonitis. This disease is generally met with 
spite of all I did for her—it looked to me like a complete | after difficult parturition or it may result from septic 
loss of nervous energy. When a cow tries to help her- | influence either within, from retention of the placenta, 
self she generally succeeds in rising, sometimes without | or a dead foetus ; or without from septic germs in the 
help. The last case I had had been down a week, six | air, such as,a cow standing in the same byre with a 
men could not get her to stand, but when the owner | putrid placenta hanging from her, or any putrifying 
went into the byre two hours after she was on her legs. matter in close proximity. I believe the disease is 
I keep giving small doses of nux vomica, unless I see | identical with that known as blackening in ewes, and 
any poisonous symptoms. A smart blister acioss the | like it is highly contagious in animals the first week after 
loins, or ironing with a flat iron often seems to be bene- parturition. I find it a most intractable disease, al- 
ficial A green sheep skin is in great favour amongst | though I am glad to say that it is not very common in 

some, but I cannot say that I like it very much as it, our neighbourhood. I have tried febrifuges, anti- 

soon putrefies, When the cow will not rise with this septics, stimulants &c., internally, and antiseptics and 
treatment I expect that there is much effusion on the | anodyunes into the uterus, but with very indifferent re- 

cord, the pressure of which may, in time, cause atrophy | sults. [may mention that a cow suffering from metritis 
of its nerve-fibres. Absorption may take place, but I should be isolated if possible, particularly if there are 
believe it rarely does so. It is common to see a cow very | any newly calven cows in the building. If she canuot 

lame, and partially paralysed in one leg after she has | be moved, and the other cows cannot be taken out, use 
risen, or for her to knuckle over at the hind fetlocks, | plenty of disinfectants about the place. Of course we 
— I have always found them come right again in time. | should remove cows we? are long in cleansing if a cow 

may just caution you to examine your case carefully | happens to calve at the time. 

when the cow will aah rise, as you might find a fractured Retention of the Placenta.—This generally happens 
leg. I had two such cases in succession, due to the cow , when the cow calves prematurely ; it also happens when 

yt te aon | — trying : wr | the cow has geen “x full _— — = weet — 

nother complication of parturient apoplexy is pnev- | annoying and even dangero e. 

monia resulting from seivetial causes, the 9 f ihemen sievadea Eaoote it mechanically by the state of the cow’s 

being the effects of congestion, blood-poisoning, and I | health in the first place, and the state of the placenta in 

believe it sometimes results from giving the cow fluids the second. Sometimes they putrify in a very short 

when she is unable to swallow ; some of which finds its | time, in fact, it may take place before parturition. When 

way down the trachea and bronchial tubes, causing so | the calf has been dead some time, as long as the cow is 

much irritation that inflammation results. When the | eating well I do not interfere, beyond giving a cleansing 

lungs are so congested as to interfere with the breath- | drink, but if she goes off her feed or begins to pain | 

ing, I think bleeding will be likely to give relief, followed think we are justified in removing at once; it is not 

up by stimulants and tonics. I have had good results | one of the most pleasant jobs in the world, but it has to 

from this treatment, in fact, I feel certain that vené-| be done if we want our patient to recover her health 

section saved life in more than one instance. I consider | quickly. I should remove a placenta as soon as I = 

pneumonia after parturient apoplexy to be a most fatal | any signs of putrefication if I had my own way, as the 

complication. I must say that bleeding sounds like a putrid mass must act deleteriously on the system, but 

rational way of relieving the congestion of the whole | some farmers will not have a placenta removed as long 

system from whatever cause, and congestion there un- | as the cow is eating, so I do not do so until there is con- 

doubtedly is. I admit it isan effect and not a cause. _stitutional disturbance—unless 1 have a sensible client 

But we have to treat symptoms in many diseases. The | to deal with. I have seen very grave symptoms from a 

cause in parturient apoplexy I take to be the crippling putrid placenta four days after calving, the animal re- 

(if I may use the term) of nerve force, either by poison- | fusing all food, sometimes down, or if able to rise, stag- 
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gering about, and standing with difficulty, pulse weak 
and fast, and temperature elevated. These symptoms 
are no doubt due to absorption of the putrefactive mat- 
ter from the uterus into the system. It is often a 
mystery to me, how a cow can live as she does with such 
a large quantity of corruption in the uterus: it is not 
long ago that I removed from a cow a calf in such a state 
of decay that every bone had to be removed separately, 


even to the bones of the head; and the soft structures 
in solution that were expelled in instalments with each | 


pain was something to be remembered—in an odori- 
ferous sense, yet that cow lived and did well. To re- 
turn to my subject, the most common symptoms that 
we see from retention of the placenta are loss of appe- 


| 


If resolution does not take place abscesses may form 
in the quarter, or even mortification may result; the 
affected quarter sloughing completely off, leaving a 
healthy granulating surface which I have found to heal 
rapidly. I have tried the application of iodine, ol. hg., &., 
in cases of indurated quarters, but I cannot say that any 
very good results followed their use. In some parts of 
the country mammitis is looked upon as a very fatal 
' disease, but I have not found it so. 

There are several other diseases I might have mentioned 
as occurring during the first month succeeding parturi- 
‘tion, but those I have touched upon are the ones most 
commonly met with, and I think you will admit that I 
have, though in a very imperfect manner, brought before 


tite, some degree of feverishness, and at times paining. | you enough matter for a good discussion. Our Secretary 
As long as the cow is eating I simply give tonics, and | wanted a practical paper: theory may be more poetical 
order linseed gruel ad lib., but if not eating, the sooner | than practice, and is all very well in its way, but we 
the placenta is removed the better. I do this by get- | must prove that theory to be correct by practical means 
ting a firm hold of it with one hand, and twisting and or it is useless. The Anti-Vivisection Society bars the 
squeezing it off the cotyledons with the other ; having | way to ordinary mortals gaining any practical knowledge 
removed it I wash the uterus out with an antiseptic | experimentally, so we have to be content with what we 
solution. I do not care for the Hg. chlr., as so large a ‘can learn by carefully watching the symptoms, and 
quantity of the solution is required that I am afraid of | making examinations of our patients in every possible 
poisonins. |My fear may be groundless practically, way. One of the most valuable assistants is the clinical 
but I am rather shy of experimenting with so irritating | thermometer; by its aid you can sometimes detect a 


adrug. I shall be glad of any information on the sub- 
ject. I generally leave some anodyne medicine in case 
of paining, it is a good plan to have a truss also—pre- 
vention is better than cure in this instance. I think a 
good cleansing drink does good a day or two after re- 
moving a placenta, as there are generally fragments 
which the drink will remove. A practice that is often 
resorted to, particularly when a cow is going to be sent to 


the market, is to cut the placenta off at the vulva, the 


remaining half slipping back into the uterus the os then 
contracts and we cannot remove it with the hand, it 
then putrefies, liquefies and is expelled—that is if it 
does not kill the cow first,as I have known it to do. 
The only thing we can do is to inject ‘antiseptics and 
give tonics. I think it is a bad practice tying a weight 
to the cleansing. I have known it to cause sloughing of 


the vagina, to say nothing of the pressure on the mea- | 


tus urinarius preventing the escape of urine. 

Mammitis.—This is a very troublesome and sometimes 
dangerous complaint, and one which is a source of very 
great loss to the farmer, and much annoyance to the 
veterinary surgeon. I find I cannot treat it with any- 
thing like the success I could wish. The symptoms are 
well known to you all, but I should like to mention one 
symptom, or rather sequal of this complaint, and that 
is pyemia. I have had several cases where the indura- 
tion of the gland would not give way to any treatment, 
abscesses forming in different parts of the body, reducing 
the cow to a state of emaciation pitiful to see. I have a 
case now where the cow had mammitis caused by a tread 
on the teat a day or two before calving last summer, and 
she has had an abscess lanced a month or two ago; this 
cow eats well, but is in poor condition. This beast was 
worth £25 at time of calving--£5 would be her value to-day; 
even where a cow loses one quarter the loss to the owner 
is £5, which means a large sum to the country in a year. 
Mammitis is due to a variety of causes, amongst which 
may be mentioned cold, over-stocking, bad milking, 
tuberculosis, treads on the teats, plethora, &. The 
treatment I adopt is to give a cathartic, followed by 
febrifuges if the fever is high, and warm fomentations 
three or four times a day, followed by the application of 
lead liniment with friction. I have also tried soap 
belladonna, tereb. and aconite liniment, with variable 
results. Some farmers cut the teat off the affected 
quarter, but I consider it a cruel and useless operation. 
If the gland is no better in two or three days I generally 
find that the cow loses the quarter; it may regain its 
function at the next calving, but it too often happens 
that it is a “deaf ’’ quarter for life, 


| state of things little suspected. Then we have greater 
‘facilities of making post-mortem examinations on our 
patients than the human surgeon has, and a great deal 
may often be learned in this way ; and last, but by no 
'means least, is the immense aid we often get from the 
microscope. In the treatment of disease we must not 
lose sight of the rule: Remove the cause, and the disease 
will cease. Let us copy nature as far as we can. 
In conclusion, gentlemen, I must beg you to overlook 
'the many imperfections and inaccuracies in this paper, 
and I hope we may all carry some new ideas home 
with us to-night; the object of these meetings being, 
'as Dr. Cobbold says, “the emancipation of the mind 
‘from the fetters of ignorance.” 





SOUTHERN COUNTIES V.M.A. 


The next meeting of this Association will be held 
at the Masonic Hall, Southampton, on Thursday, 
‘March 26th, at 3 p.m. Business: Minutes of the 
previous meeting: Exhibition of Morbid Specimens: 
Election of Officers for the ensuing year: Mr. Duck. 
A.V.D., will read a paper on “ Strangles:” Mr. T. 
'B. Goodall will move a resolution on the Grievances 
|of Hampshire Veterinary Inspectors : The President 
will propose a resolution ii connection with the 
death of Professor Steel, Hon. Asste. 8.C. V.M.A. 

_ In order to meet the convenience of members from 
_a distance a lunch will be provided at 2/6 per head 
‘instead of the dinner as originally arranged. he 
lunch will be at 2 p.m. : 

E. A. Hoturvenam, Hon. See. 

| Heath Lodge. 79 Anerley Road, S.E. 


YORKSHIRE V.M.A. 


A Special Meeting will be held at the Queen's 
Hotel, Leeds, on Tuesday, 24th inst., at 1.30 p.». 
The President, Mr. Theo. C. Toope, in the Chair. 

Business : The Election of Council and Nominate 
of Candidate for same. The President is desirous ° 


a good attendance so that a Candidate shall “7 
nominated generally acceptable to the majority, 





ledged to reform in some degree. 
= W. F. Greevaaren, Hon. Se. 
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North of England V.M.A. 

A Committee Meeting was called for Thursday 
last. 19th inst.. to consider the selection of candidates 
for Council at the forthcoming election. 








EXTRAORDINARY DISPUTE OVER THE 
SALE OF A HORSE. 
(Reported.) 


On the 5th inst., at the Leeds County Court, 
before His Honour Judge Greenhow, Mr. Daniel 
Hopkinson, of Tong, sued Mr. John Simpson, con- 
tractor, of Hunslet, Leeds, for £40, the difference in 
the value of a chestnnt horse, five years old 15:3 in 
height, which the plaintiff had bought from the 
defendant for 70 guineas in November last on the 
understanding that he was all right for working in 
single and double harness. Plaintiff sold the horse 
to Mr. Morrell, of Ellerly Hall, Rotherham, by 
whom it was soon returned on the ground that the 
horse was what is called a “rig,” and therefore not 
a gelding as he had been represented to be. He 
was unmanageable because his behaviour was that 
of an entire horse. Plaintiff’s claim for restitution 
of this portion of the original purchase-money 
rested principally on the sworn allegation of him- 
self and his son that Mr. Simpson had guaranteed 
verbally that the horse was “all right ”’ for single 
and double harness. Mr. Simpson, however, in the 
witness-box declared that when he sold the horse 
no questions at all were asked him as to soundness 
of the animal, nor had he ever had occasion to 
declare that the horse was all right. He said he 
had bred the horse, had had him thoroughly broken 
in by a horse-breaker, and had driven him himself, 
when he behaved beautifully. The horse had been 
operated upon by Mr. G. E. Bowman, M.R.C.V.S., 
with a view to his being classed as a gelding. 

Mr. Wm. Simpson. son of the defendant, said he 
had driven this horse two or three days ago through 
Leeds streets, and since then also in country lanes, 
and the horse behaved admirably. He had never 
given anything like a warranty when the horse was 
sold, but Mr. Hopkinson handled and examined the 
horse for himself. 

The veterinary surgeon called for the plaintiff was 
Mr. R. Cuthbert Thompson, of Doncaster, who said 
it was only by a professional examination it could 
be found out whether a horse was “a rig” or not, 
unless by bringing a mare to the horse. He thought 
the owner could not have been unacquainted with 
the fact of this horse being a “ rig.” 

Mr. Waugh, counsel for the plaintiff, put to Mr. 

ompson direct questions, which he answered by 
saying this horse was neither a stallion nor a gelding. 

In cross-examination by Mr. Walter Beverley, 
counsel for the defendant, Mr. Thompson said he 
Would not have a horse like this about his place, and 
therefore he would not put a price on him. He 
was not worth 70/- for the purpose for which he 
was bought. He was a beautiful horse and sound 
im every respect, with the exception of that which 
Was now in dispute. He had only found the mark 


the supposition that the castration had not been 
complete. 

Mr. G. E. Bowman, M.R.C.V.S., deposed that to 
the best of his belief he thoronghly castrated this 
horse in 1887. He charged his fee, and had been 
paid in the usual course. He had, along with Mr. 
Greenhalgh, M.R.C.V.S.. made an examination of 
the horse for the purpose of thia action. 

By Mr. Beverley: Do you confirm the plaintiff's 
contention that the horse is a “ rig.” ? 

Mr. Bowman: I cannot swear that it is. 

Can you swear it is not ?— No, I cannot swear 
that is not. 

Have you examined him both internally and ex- 
ternally ?—Yes, as far as I possibly could. 

If he had not been clean cut would you have ex- 
pected to find from that examination that such was 
the case ?—It is very difficult to tell. 

Very difficult ?—-Very difficult. 

Even for a professional man ?—Yes. 

But you could not find the slightest trace that the 
horse had not been effectually castrated ?—-No, I 
could not find anything of the kind. 

Was there anything that you found in your ex- 
amination that would cause you to think the horse 
was a “ rig.” ?—There was nothing about the horse 
to give me that impression. 

You have heard Mr, Thompson say that from his 
examination he was of opinion that the horse had 
not been clean cut ?—Not been thoroughly castrated. 

Do you agree with him ?—I do not think he 
could tell. 

He came to the conclusion that the operation had 
only been partial because there was the mark of a 
cut only on the off side ?—I have removed both 
testicles with one incision. 

Have you looked to see whether there were two 
incisions ?—I have not. 

But you think the two testicles might come out 
of one opening ?— Yes. 

Have you seen the horse from time to time since 
you performed the castration ?—I have seen him 
while driving past a field where he was. 

Among other horses ?— Yes. 

And then behaving in no way improperly ?—No, 
I have never seen him misbehave. 

Is the horse thoroughly sound ?—To all appear- 
ances he is in every respect. 

So far as you know he is not a * rig” ?—No, I do 
not think he is. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Waugh: Will you swear 
he is not a “ rig” ?—No, | will not. 

Will you swear that you did clean cut him ?—I 
will not swear that I did clean cut him. Sometimes 
you find a testicle difficult to get at, and you are 
glad to get it as well as you can. 

If this had been a case of that kind would it not 
have stamped itself on your mind as a rarity ?—I 
don’t think so. 

Mr. Thompson is a veterinary surgeon of con- 
siderable experience, is he not ?—Yes, I believe so. 
A “rig” is not a horse which is “all right” ?— 
It all depends upon what you mean, but a “ rig” is 
neither a gelding nor a stallion. 





of one orifice in the scrotum which strengthened 
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animal was “all right,” and he turned out to be a 
“rig,” that would not be “ all right ” ?—No. 

The horse-breaker and a gentleman who had 
known the horse from being a foal, and who had 
offered to buy him, having given him a good char- 
acter, Mr. Greenhalgh, M.R.C.V.S., was examined, 
and after speeches by counsel, 

The Judge recalled Mr. Thompson, and enquired: 
In your opinion, because no opening has been cut 
on the near side—from your experience are you led 
to swear that one testicle had not been taken out ?— 
Yes. 

Do you consider the behavivur of the horse in the 
presence of a mare shews he is not a gelding ?— 
Yes. 

It was not what a gelding would be expected to 
do ?—I never saw a gelding do it. I saw this horse 
on one occasion draw like a,stallion, and if I had 
not had him taken away he would have gone over 
some rails to a mare. 

Is that inconsistent with his being a gelding ?— 
It is. 

The Judge gave a verdict for the plaintiff for 
£30 10s., but said he believed that Mr. Simpson, 
the defendant, had acted in perfect good faith, and 
did not know there was anything wrong with the 
horse. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 





We shall be obliged by early intelligence vf all matters worth 
bringing under the notice of the profession, und thankful to any 
friends who may send us cuttings from local papers, containing 
facts of interest. 

Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 





“ LYMPHANGITIS.” 
Sir, 

I have read the effusion in your issue of March 7th 
on above by “ Another Glasgow Student. 

In his first paragraph the critic accuses the essayist of 
trying to educate the profession. Well, I hope the pro- 
fession has not yet made up its mind as a body that it 
has nothing more to learn, but at the same time I un- 
hesitatingly state that the assertion is quite contrary to 
fact, to use no stronger language. That the essayist had 
not the faintest intention of teaching anyone is evident, 
as he admitted, nay, more, he asserted that he came 
there to “learn a lot,’’ and only gave the opinions of a 
student of six months practice, and if “ Another Glas- 
gow Student’’ can construe that language to make it 
convey the meaning he would like, then he must be the 
habitat of an elastic conscience, or of a lively imagination 

Secondly, he says the profession accepts the theory 
“that the lymphatics are affected ’’—but who ever said 


they were not! Certainly not the essayist, as he posi- ; 


tively said they were affected, and described the altera- 
tions both in life and post-mortem. But your curres- 
pondent seems to imagine that the terms “ affected ”’ 
and “inflamed” are synonymous. 

In concluding “Another Glasgow Student” drags 
into the discussion, and to his aid; the name of one of 
our few eminent authors. Even had he asked you to 
priet the whole of the Chapter on Lymphangitis con- 
tained in that book, it had no bearing on thejcase what- 


ever, and leaves the matter exactly as he found it, but, of 
course, if his intention was only to reiterate the state- 
ments of others, then his mission has not all been a 
failure. 

But to be brief: The essayist read the paper at a 
meeting of students. We had all the same privilege of 
questioning aud cross-examining at our hearts’ content, 
then why did not “ Another Glasgow Student ”’ take the 
straightforward course, and have the subject thrashed 
out there, and not stoop to the questionable style of 
substituting ridicule for argument. “ Facts are chiels 
that winna ding,” aud your correspondent does not even 
attempt to dispute them, but enjoys himself by seeing 
in print his effort at twisting and straining statements 
the essayist did make, and charging him with statements 
he did not make.—Yours obediently, 


A STUDENT WHO HEARD AND UNDERSTOOD THE Essay. 


THE NEW MATRICULATION EXAMINATION. 
Dear Sir, 

Where is the matriculation examination of the Col- 
lege going to end?! Lrst December twelve months we 
sent for a prospectus which, referring to the examination, 
says, “Candidates for admission as students of the 
Royal Veterinary College will be admitted without a 
matriculation examination on the production of a certi- 
ficate of having passed one of the examinations for 
certificates held by the College of Preceptors.” I went 
in for one, and obtained a third class certificate. About 
three months after another law was passed, saying only 
second-class certificates would be allowed. Again I went 
| in for the latter, and got a second class, second division 

certificate. Now another law is passed only allowing 
| second class, first division certificates to be taken, and | 
dare say that if I went in, and got another certificate 
there would soon be another saying that no second class 
| certificates would be taken. 

Some provision ought to be made for pupils who have 
_ just left school, and are intending to go in for the veteri- 
nary profession. These laws are most unjust, and no 
| other body of a respectable College would do such 
things. A second class certificate will do for the medical 
_ profession, and why should it not do for us ? 
Faithfully yours, 
H. P.S. 





| 

MR. WRAGG AND THE COMING ELECTION. 
Sir, 

When I heard my friend, Mr. Wragg’s answers to the 
questions put to him at the Midland Counties Veter'- 
nary Medical Association, I was not at all satisfied with 
his answers, for I consider them very vague, but now 
that he has expressed himself more distinctly I certainly 
cannot support his candidature, much as I esteem and 
appreciate his good work in the’ past. I sincerely hope 
that none of my professional brethren will make any 
mistake this time in forcing our already expressed 
wishes and desires, whether obtained officially or pr 
vately. There is one thing that should not be forgotten 
when the opportunity arrives, which is the exemption 
from serving on juries of any kind. I certainly think 
we have as much right as a chemist and druggist to such 
exemption. Hoping the matter may be carried to 4 
victorious finish,—I remain yours faithfully, 

A. L. GriBson. 
Upper Priory, Birmingham. : 
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